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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Gloucester® 


Mr®  Chairman,  Ladles  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1 96  9 on  the  health, 
environmental  hygiene  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Rural  District.  The 
Report  is  prepared  as  required  by  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations 
1959?  and  Circular  1/1970  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security® 

I am  again  indebted  to  the  staff  of  all  departments  for  many  of  the 
particulars  in  the  Report  and  especially  to  Mr®  J0S0  Hopkins,  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  and  to  Mr®  S«W!D0  Harris,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  the 
sections  contributed  by  them® 

The  Registrar  General Ss  estimate  of  the  population,  37^640  has  altered 
very  little  since  the  boundary  changes  in  196?* 

As  Is  usual  the  health  statistics,  in  general,  are  favourable  to  the 
Rural  District®  The  Birth  Rate  which  had  fallen  each  year  since  the  peak  of 
1963  how  shows  a slight  increase  to  l8o0  per  1 9000  population® 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  continued  to  be  extremely  low®  The 
high  level  of  immunisation  and  vaccination  must  be  maintained  and  the  newly 
instituted  vaccination  against  measles  readily  accepted. 

In  some  areas  residential  development  has  taken  place  alongside  industria 
premises  and  gives  rise  to  numerous  complaints  by  local  residents  of  nuisance 
from  noise® 

Intensive  farming  methods  are  becoming  common  place®  Complaints  of 
noise  and  smell  are  made  where  such  units  have  been  established  near  to 
houses®  In  some  instances  even  though  proceedings  have  been  taken  the 
nuisance  tends  to  recur 0 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  draws  attention  to  the  progress  being  made  in 
the  development  of  many  main  sewerage  schem.es  and  points  out  that  the  volume 
of  this  work  Is  larger  than  It  has  been  for  many  years. 


CJtO 


I wish  to  thank  most  sincerely  the  members  of  the  Council  for  eir 
support  and  encouragement  and  my  colleagues  for  their  loyalty  an  co- 
operation throughout  the  period  I have  held  office. 

I am,  Mr • Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

STEPHEN  KNIGHT , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  ( 31 . 1 2 .69  * ) 


Chairman:  F»  J.  CHAMBERLAYNE 


Vice-Chairman:  E,  Je  PENNELS 


S , G.  ASTON 

S.  G,  BRIDGES 

J.  C,  CAIRNS  TERRY 
Co  J.  DE  LISLE  WELLS 

T , ERRINGTON 
R.  L,  EVANS 
So  EVANS 

Wo  EVANS 
Wa  Go  FEAR 
Co  Go  MAYO 


R.  'T,  MERRETT 
To  MORGAN 

K.  H,  PLESTED 
Eo  ROGERS 
J,  Eo  G.  SCASE 
MRS  o K.  Mo  TERRY 
N0  Eo  I.  THOMAS 
Go  K0  WARREN 
MAJ*  P.  W.  WELLER 
Fs  Wo  WHERRETT 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 


STEPHEN  KNIGHT,  M*B*9  B eS , (LOND6 ) , , M.R.C.S.,  L*ReC,P.,  D.P.H. , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Tewkesbury  Borough,  Charlton  Kings 
Urban  District,  Gloucester  and  Cheltenham  Rural  Districts  and  County 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  North  Gloucestershire 
Divisional  Area, 

S.  We  Do  HARRIS,  C.S.I.B. , M.A.P.H.I.,  M*R.S,H* , Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  Petroleum  Officer, 

Ge  G,  VIGGERS , C.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. , A.I.H.E. , Deputy  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector, 

P,  M.  JONES,  CeSeloB,,  M.A.P.H.I. , M.R.S.H.,  A.I.H.E. , District  Public 
Health  Inspector, 

L,  S ® SCOURFIELD,  C.S.I.B*,  M.A.P.H.I* , M.R.S .H. , District  Public  Health 
Inspector, 

N.  Je  DAVIS,  C.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M*R,S  *H* , Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector . 

Nc  J,  BILLINGTON,  C.S.I.B.,  M.AJ.H.L,  M*R*S.H,,  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector, 

De  J.  ROGERS,  C.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S. H*,  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector, 

MISS  J,  Ee  C,  MORGAN,  Administrative  Assistant* 

MISS  Be  COX,  Shorthand  Typist/General  Assistant, 

F,  GREENWOOD,  Senior  General  Assistant. 

We  Be  NEWMAN,  Rodent  Operator. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Area  (in  acres):  67,830 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Home  Population  mid  1969)2  37,640 
(This  figure  includes  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the 
District) . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (December  31st,  1969)  according  to  rate  books: 

11 ,444 

Rateable  Value  (December  31st,  1969)2  £1,468,742  Os®  Od. 

Estimated  produce  of  a penny  rate  (1969/70)2  £3,783 

General  Rate  1969  ~ 70:  1 3/4d , (County  Precept  11s. 2d*) 

Less  (a)  for  Domestic  Hereditaments  Is®  3d. 

(b)  for  Mixed  n 7d® 

(c)  for  Commercial  n 


ADOPTIVE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


1 . New  Streets  (adopted  1st  April,  1937)* 

2.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar  structures  (adopted  1st  September  1938) 

3®  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  Open  Air 

(adopted  28th  August,  1930)* 

4®  Gloucestershire  County  Council  Act,  1936,  Section  l4l , Water  Supplies 
to  occupied  houses  (adopted  1st  January,  1937)* 

3®  Gloucestershire  County  Council  Act,  1936,  Section  166,  Registration  of 
Hairdressers  and  Barbers  (adopted  1st  October,  1963)* 

6,  Gloucestershire  County  Council  Act,  1936,  Section  154,  Registration  of 
Hawkers  of  Food  and  their  premises  (adopted  1st  July,  1967). 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


These  statistics  give  particulars  as  to  the  births  and  deaths  in  the 
District,  together  with  certain  rates  which  are  compared,  where  possible, 
with  those  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  County  of  Gloucester, 

A detailed  list  of  the  causes  of  death  will  be  found  in  Table  4 (p»8) 


TABLE  1 


Male 

Female 

Totals 

Live  Births : 

Legiti  ms  te  <>»  o»  »*  «• 

6 ft 

© © 

319 

306 

625 

Illegitimate 

O ft 

• ft 

22 

29 

51 

Total  o » ®»  ® ® » * 

ft  © 

9 9 

341 

335 

■ 676 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

© O 

© ft 

ft  ft 

ft  ft 

18.0 

Area  Comparability  factor  (births) 

© © 

ft  © 

© ft 

O 9 

1 9 03 

Local  adjusted  Birth  Rate 

© © 

9 © 

ft  0 

© ft 

18.5 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total 

live  births  • » 

© 9 

8.0 

Male 

Female 

Totals 

Still  Births : 

Legitimate 

© © 

9 © 

2 

5 

7 

illegitimate  « » ® » » » «» 

e © 

© ft 

- 

— 

— 

Total  0 e 8 « 88  0 9 

© g 

© © 

2 

5 

7 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000,  total  (live  and 

still) 

births 

ft  ft 

10.0 

Total  live  and  still  births 

© © 

© » 

© a 

ft  O 

683 

Male 

Female 

Totals 

Infant  Deaths: 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age) 

Legitimate  « * « . 

© © 

© © 

7 

5 

12 

Illegitimate 

o © 

© © 

— 

— 

— 

T o tal  e©  ©a  ® ® ® ® 

© © 

© © 

7 

5 

12 

Neo-natal  Deaths: 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age) 

Legitimate 

o © 

© e 

4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate 

9 © 

© • 

— 

— 

— 

Total  oe  ® & 9 » # ® 

© • 

9 © 

4 

3 

7 

Early  Neo-natal  Deaths: 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age) 

Legitimate 

Q ft 

ft  ft 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate 

e 9 

ft  ft 

— 

— 

- 

rotsi  o « • # © • o « 

9 9 

ft  ft 

4 

2 

6 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 


18.0 

19.0 
Nil 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .. 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  - 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  - 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1 ,000  total  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  - 

Stillbirth  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births 


® © 


10.0 

9o0 

19.0 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 


Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  .live  and  still  births 


Nil 

Nil 


DEATHS 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Area  Comparability  Factors  (Deaths) 
Local  adjusted  Death  Rate  * . 


Male 

211 


Female 

194 


Totals 

409 

10.8 
1 .08 
11.7 


POPULATION 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-year  1969  is 
37,640  much  the  same  as  that  for  the  previous  year  37,600. 


BIRTH  RATE 


There  were  676  births  making  the  Birth  Rate  18.0  per  1,000  population, 
showing  a slight  increase  as  compared  with  that  for  the  previous  year,  rever- 
sing the  trend  of  the  last  three  years. 


DEATH  RATE 


403  people  died  during  the  year;  the  Death  Rate  being  10.8  per  1,000 
population,  a little  below  the  national  average  11.9* 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Twelve  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year,  the  Infant 
Mortality  being  at  the  rate  of  18  such  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births,  and 
in  line  with  the  National  average  of  18. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


There  were  no  maternal  deaths . 
PERINATAL  MORTALITY 


Still  births  combined  with  deaths  in  the  early  neo-natal  period  give  the 
perinatal  mortality,  valuable  for  purposes  of  comparison.  The  local  average 
19,0  compares  with  20.0  for  the  County  and  23.0  for  the  Country  as  a whole. 


TABLE  2*  Birth,  Death  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  in  the  District  for 

the  last  five  years. 


1965 

1 966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Birth  Rate  (per  1 ,000  population) 

20.9 

19.9 

18.3 

17.6 

18.0 

Death.  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1 ,000  live 

10.1 

10.3 

10.9 

11 .4 

10.8 

births)  (deaths  of  infants  under  1 year) 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1 ,000  live 

19.5 

18.2 

18,0 

13.0 

18.0 

births)  (deaths  of  infants  under  1 month) 

8.9 

12.4 

13.0 

1 2o0 

10o0 

TABLE  3®  Bor  Comparison,  the  Birth,  Death  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rates 

for  England  and  Wales  etc.,  are  given  below 


England 

and 

Wales 

County 

of 

Gloucester 

Gloucester 

Rural 

District 

Live  Births 

16,3 

1 6 • 8 

18.0 

Still  Births  (per  1,000  total,  live 
and  still  births) 

13.0 

11.1 

10.0 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000 
live  births  (deaths  of  infants 
under  1 year) 

18.0 

15.9 

00 

• 

0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000 
live  births  (deaths  of  infants 
under  1 month) 

12.0 

11.0 

10.0 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  of  infants  under  1 week) 

23*0 

20.0 

19.0 

Death  Rate  (per  1 ,000  population) 

— , — — , , 

11.9 

j 

10.4 

10.8 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  I969 


Table  4 gives  the  causes  of  death  in  the  District  in  accordance  with  the 
Abbreviated  List  (list  B)  of  International  Statistical  Classifications 


TABLE  4 . 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1 . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc,, 

0 e> 

(5  © 

<-» 

1 

2. 

Malignant  Neoplasm.,  Oesophagus 

® 9 

© » 

2 

— 

3. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

0 © 

© 9 

5 

2 

4. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

* 0 

9 9 

6 

10 

5. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

0 0 

9 © 

15 

1 

6 * 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

® $ 

<9  9 

— 

15 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

9 © 

9 0 

— 

4 

8 * 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

0 © 

© ® 

1 

— 

9. 

Leukaemia 

© 9 

© © 

1 

2 

10, 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

9 0 

® © 

17 

11 

11 . 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

9 » 

— 

1 

12. 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

9 9 

© © 

2 

3 

13. 

Anaemias 

€ 9 

— 

1 

14. 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc., 

O # 

2 

— 

15. 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

® 0 

© © 

1 

1 

16. 

Hypertensive  Disease  9 

9 9 

© 9 

5 

5 

1 7- 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

<*>  9 

O © 

70 

44 

18. 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

9 9 

(9  0 

9 

13 

19. 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

9 9 

© 0 

20 

22 

20, 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

« e 

0 ® 

5 

8 

21  . 

Influenza 

® 9 

© © 

1 

1 

22  e 

Pneumonia 

© 9 

© © 

16 

15 

23, 

Bronchitis  and.  Emphysema 

0 0 

© © 

4 

3 

24 . 

Asthma  0 o . e o * • • • • 

© <9 

« © 

2 

25* 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

© 0 

© O 

4 

3 

26. 

Peptic  Ulcer 

0 © 

© ® 

1 

1 

27  0 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

© 9 

© O 

1 

1 

28, 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

9 9 

© 0 

1 

1 

29. 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

9 9 

0 © 

«— 

3 

30, 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

« 0 

0 © 

1 

2 

31 . 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

9 © 

® 0 

1 

c— > 

32, 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

0 « 

© 0 

1 

1 

33" 

Congenital  Anomalies 

0 © 

• 0 

<— 

1 

34» 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc* , 

® * 

0 • 

1 

35- 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

3 

2 

36. 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

• * 

© 0 

1 

1 

37  - 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

• © 

4 

3 

38, 

All  Other  Accidents 

0 0 

0 ® 

6 

7 

39- 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  injuries 

<9  9 

0 0 

2 

1 

Total 

211 

194 
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Cancer 


TABLE  5*  Death  Rates  from  Cancer  per  1,000  population 


J 

England  and  Wales 

Gloucester  Rural  District 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Cancer  of  the  Lung 

9 9 

1 .039 

0.202 

0,8 

0.03 

Other  Cancer 

© 9 

1 .370 

1 *901 

0.75 

1.7 

Fifteen  men  and  one  woman  died  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  but  there 
was  no  undue  mortality  from  this  cause  or  other  forms  of  cancer. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 


THE  DISTRICT 


Laboratory  Facilities 


The  examination  of  pathological  specimens,  and  the  bacteriological 
ayalyses  of  water,  milk  and  ice-cream  samples,  etc,,  are  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Gloucester  Royal  Hospital. 
(There  is  no  charge  for  this  work) . 

Chemical  analyses  of  samples  of  food,  water  and  sewage  taken  by  this 
department,  are  examined  by  the  City  and  County  Analyst,  Bristol. 


Hospitals 


Persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  and  needing  hospital  treat- 
ment are  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Over.  The  hospital  is 
administered  by  the  Gloucester,  Stroud  and  Forest  Management  Committee. 


Child  Health  Clinics 


These  Clinics  are  under  the  general  administration  of  the  North 
Gloucestershire  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

Meetings  of  Child  Health  Clinics  are  held  at  Brockworth,  Churchdown, 
Eastington,  Frampton-on-Severn,  Innsworth,  Norton,  Quedgeley,  Upton-St.- 
Leonards,  Newnham-on-Severn  and  Westbury-on-Severn.  There  is  also  a Mobile 
Child  Health  Clinic  which  serves  the  Tirley,  Maisemore  and  Whitminster  areas. 


These  clinics  are  most  useful,  nearly  all  mothers  with  babies  attend. 
The  bulk  of  the  work  falls  upon  the  ladies  of  the  Voluntary  Committees. 

The  community  is  much  indebted  to  them  for  their  devotion  to  this  service. 


Home  Help  Service 


This  service  is  organised  by  the  County  Council  and  is  provided  where 
the  need  for  domestic  help  is  supported  by  the  family  doctor.  Appeals  for 
help  should  be  made  to  Miss  J.  Hall,  Area  Home  Help  Organiser  for  Gloucester 
Rural  District  Council,  telephone  number  Gloucester  21444. 


National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1 95^ 


Removal  to  suitable  premise s of  persons 
in  need  of  care  and  attention 

The  Acts  give  to  the  Council  powers  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  aged 
and  sick  people  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  in  need  of  care  and  atten- 
tion which  they  are  unable  to  provide  for  themselves  and  are  not  receiving 
from  other  people® 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  this  action  during  the  year  but  a number 
of  elderly  people  living  alone  and  in  failing  health  were  visited  from  time 
to  time.  It  was  possible  to  arrange  for  a little  regular  help  usually  from 
the  Home  Help  Service  which  enabled  these  elderly  people  to  carry  on  in 
their  own  homes. 


Meals  on  Wheels 


The  Women^s  Royal  Voluntary  Service  act  as  the  agent  of  the  County 
Welfare  Department  to  organise  a meals-on-wheels  service  in  the  Rural 
District o The  financial  deficit  on  the  service  is  made  up  by  equal  con- 
tributions from  the  County  Council  and  District  Council®  At  present  the 
whole  of  the  Rural  District  is  not  covered  by  the  service  but  is  expected 
to  be  provided  wherever  there  is  a need® 

A local  voluntary  organiser  is  responsible  for  each  scheme. 

Mrs.PoD*  Stone,  W.R.V^S.  Rose  Cottage,  Amberley,  undertakes  the  promotion 
of  the  service  as  a whole. 
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TABLE  6 . Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  1 9^9  by  Age  Groups 


11 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 


State  of  protection  of  children  against  diphtheria 


TABLE  7 * 


Children  born  in  year 

1969 

1968 

1 967  ! 

1! 

Numbers  and  percentage 
of  children  immunised 

— ^ , r 

29  (5%) 

460  (75%) 

576  (86$) 

. . 1 

The  response  is  excellent  and  a high  proportion  of  children  are 
immunised » 


Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 


The  number  of  children  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 
approximates  to  those  for  diphtheria® 


Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 


Freedom  from  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  district  is  due  to  the  suc- 
cess of  vaccination  against  this  disease*  The  efforts  of  all  concerned 
need  to  be  sustained  in  order  to  maintain  a high  percentage  of  immunised 
persons® 


Scarlet  Fever 


Twenty -four  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified;  twelve  more  than 
in  the  previous  year,  but  the  disease  remains  mild  in  character  and  low 
in  incidence® 


Whooping  Cough 


Only  nine  cases  were  notified,  due  to  the  general  acceptance  of  vac- 
cination against  the  disease. 


Measles 


Twenty-two  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  493  in  the  previous 
year;  vaccination  against  measles  was  instituted  during  the  previous 
year,  ' 
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Diphtheria 


There  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  District  since  1 95*1  • 
This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  continued  success  of  the  campaign  for 
immunisation  against  the  disease* 


Acute  Poliomyelitis 


No  cases  occurred  in  the  District, 


Infective  Jaundice 


Nineteen  cases  of  infective  jaundice  were  notified  and  were  confined 
to  separate  localities  in  the  District  although  no  direct  contact  between 
cases  was  traced* 


Dysentery 


No  case  was  notified  during  the  year® 


Food  Poisoning 


Annual  Return  of  Incidents  and  Cases 


General  Outbreak  - Nil 
Family  Outbreak  - Nil 
Sporadic  Cases  - Nil 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


State  of  protection  of  children  against  smallpox 


TABLE  8 . 


Children  born  in  year 

1969 

1968 

1^67 

1 Number  and  percentage 
of  children  vaccinated 

l „ . 

2 0 %) 

65  (11 %) 

231  (3575) 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  now  advocated  in  the  second  year. 


13 


Tuberculosis 


TABLE  9®  This  Table  shows  the  new  cases,  in-transfers  and  deaths  for 

Tuberculosis,  for  the  past  21  years* 


Year 

Pop* 

of 

District 

New  & 

I.  T* 
Cases 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

' Deaths 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Per 
1000 
Pop . 

1948 

33,540 

54 

1 .6 

21 

0o62 

201 

6 .0 

1949 

36,350 

65 

1 .8 

16 

0.48 

205 

5.6 

1950 

35 , 640 

52 

1 *9 

11 

0.39 

207 

5.7 

1931 

37 , 360 

64 

1 *7 

17 

0.45 

212 

5.7 

1952 

38 , 370 

70 

1.8 

6 

0.15 

243 

6.3 

1953 

37,430 

51 

1.3 

8 

0.21 

220 

5.8 

1954 

39,140 

65 

1.6 

8 

0*20 

235 

6.0 

1955 

40,490 

75 

1.8 

3 

0.07 

274 

6 . 8 

1956 

4l ,770 

70 

1.7 

3 

0.07 

281 

6.7 

1957 

43 , 000 

65 

1.5 

3 

0o07 

293 

6 . 8 

1958 

42 , 820 

50 

1 *2 

3 

0.12 

293 

6.8 

1959 

43,920 

64 

1 ,2 

6 

0.16 

298 

6.8 

i960 

43,350 

55 

1 ,2 

2 

0.05 

309 

6 .6 

1961 

46,570 

51 

1 ,0 

4 

0.08 

280 

6.0 

1962 

48,050 

31 

0.7 

3 

0 ©o6 

267 

5.5 

1963 

49,870 

33 

0.7 

2 

0 e 04 

256 

5-1 

1964 

51 ,040 

35 

0.7 

1 

0.02 

256 

5.0 

1965 

52,540 

3^ 

0.6 

3 

0.09 

245 

4.7 

1966 

53,610 

22 

0.4 

2 

0.04 

243 

4.6 

1967 

37,660 

17 

0.4 

4 

0*10 

227 

6.0 

1968 

37 , 600 

5 

0.1 

1 

0.03 

205 

5.0 

1969 

37 , 640 

3 

0.08 

0 

0 

202 

5.0 

TABLE  10.  New,  In  Transfer  cases,  Deaths  and  Number  on  the  Register, 

31st  December,  1969 


Respiratory 

Meninges 
& C.N.S. 

Other  Forms 

Total 

M 

F 

M F 

M F 

New  Cases 

® ® 

1 

1 

- — 

3 

In-Transfer 

Cases 

_ 

— 

— — 

— — 

- 

Deaths 

• • • • 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

— 

On  Register 

31 .12.69 

93 

82 

— — 

7 20 

202 
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Modern  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  most  successful  as  is  shown  by  the 
declining  death  rate  from  this  disease*  In  fact  there  were  no  deaths  but 
three  new  cases  occurred,  evidence  of  sources  of  infection.  Keen  investiga- 
tion is  made  in  each  case  to  find  the  source  of  infection,  and  to  trace 
contacts  in  order  to  prevent  spread*  It  is  by  such  means,  together  with 
the  ready  acceptance  of  B9C®G®  vaccination  and  use  of  the  Mass  Radiography 
service,  that  Tuberculosis  can  be  eradicated* 


Families  at  Risk 


The  scheme  agreed  between  the  County  Council  and  District  Council  for 
the  rehabilitation  of  problem,  families  living  in  Council  houses  continued 
to  operate  during  the  year*  Where  arrears  of  rent  are  such  as  to  render 
the  family  liable  to  eviction,  the  case  is  referred  to  the  County  Social 
Welfare  Officer  and  If  it  Is  accepted  the  County  Council  guarantee  73%  of 
the  rent  arrears  0 

When  family  circumstances  of  this  nature  become  a matter  of  concern, 
the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health  calls  a meeting  of  representa- 
tives of  the  various  social  agencies  so  that  a common  effort  may  be  made  to 
sustain  the  family e 


Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations,  1952-62 


Staverton  Airport 


In  connection  with  the  on-call  customs  facilities  granted  to  Staverton 
Airport,  the  Council  made  arrangements  for  Health  Control  at  the  Airport. 

Dr0  CoH0  Drake,  Dr0  JiS.  Prior,  Dr*  J«  Caldwell  and  Dr0  S.  Knight, 
are  appointed  to  act  as  authorised  officers  under  Regulation  5 (a)  of 
these  Regulations® 


Danger  to  Bathers  - River  Severn 


Regular  visits  are  made  by  Officers  of  the  Health  Department  to  places 
along  the  River  Severn  where  bathing  may  take  place,  in  order  to  ensure 
that  warning  notices  and  life-buoys  erected  in  conjunction  with  the  Parish 
Councils,  were  in  good  repair® 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  during  the  year  under  review  there  was 
no  wanton  damage  to  equipment  as  has  been  the  case  in  previous  years. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR 


Mr,  J®  S®  Hopkins,  C.Eng.,  A .M.I .Mun.E. , M®R9S®H£, 


Refuse  Collection 


The  year  has  been  marked  by  a complete  study  of  the  collection  of  refuse 
with  a view  to  the  establishment  of  an  effective  incentive  bonus  scheme 
together  with  the  proper  collection  of  litter  upon  a regular  basis®  The 
problem  of  litter  has  worsened  considerably  particularly  at  sites  regularly 
visited  by  itinerants.  With  the  general  rise  in  wages  of  other  workers  it 
has  become  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  an  effective  labour  force  but 
the  weekly  refuse  collection  service  has  at  all  times  during  the  year  been 
maintained® 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 


The  Tirley  Scheme  has  been  completed  and  is  now  in  operation®  The  con- 
tract for  Hardwicke  and  Quedgeley  was  commenced  in  January  and  by  the  end  of 
the  year  almost  all  main  sewers  had  been  laid;  the  progress  had  been  good 
on  the  construction  of  the  works.  The  enlargement  of  the  Frampton  works  was 
substantially  complete  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Ministry  Enquiry  into 
the  Ashleworth  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  was  held  towards  the  close 
of  the  year  and  approval  is  expected  early  in  the  new  year®  The  extension 
of  the  Longford  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  and 
an  Enquiry  is  awaited®  Work  on  the  design  of  the  Westbury-on-Severn 
Sewerage  Scheme  has  been  much  advanced.  The  activities  of  the  Surface  Water 
Study  Group  have  become  established  during  the  year  and  schemes  of  remedial 
work  are  now  being  dealt  with  by  the  Authorities  responsible. 

The  up-surge  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  work  in  this  year  has  been 
the  greatest  for  many  years  and  continuing  as  it  must  in  the  coming  year 
will  create  a pressure  of  work  difficult  to  contain. 


J.  S*  HOPKINS 

Engineer  and  Surveyor 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
Mr,  S,  W,  D,  Harris,  C.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H., 

Technology  has  given  man  a hitherto  unprecedented  capacity  to  exploit 
earth1 s natural  resources*  The  resulting  short-term  benefits  are  more 
obvious  than  the  insidious  deterioration  of  his  environment  which  is  an  un- 
fortunate by-product  of  his  endeavours.  During  the  year  attention  was 
focussed  upon  this  problem  on  a world-wide  scale,  particularly  with  regard 
to  water,  food  and  atmospheric  pollution  and  the  problem  of  noise.  I do 
not  consider  that  a quick  and  dramatic  solution  is  possible  but  local 
authorities,  by  the  sustained  and  diligent  application  of  their  extensive 
powers,  can  do  much  to  preserve  and  improve  the  environment.  The  following 
tables  show  the  work  of  the  Department  which  is  concerned  with  environmental 
matters  as  they  affect  the  public  health. 

It  will  be  noted  that  particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  inspection 
of  food  premises,  including  large  factory  canteens,  to  housing  and  to  the 
problems  arising  from  an  estimated  1 ,500  of  the  population  of  the  District 
living  in  caravans. 

Dampness  continues  to  be  one  of  the  main  factors  rendering  older  houses 
unfit  for  habitation.  New  methods  for  overcoming  this  problem  based  upon 
chemical,  physical  or  electrolytic  principles  are  now  marketed  by  specialist 
firms  and  were  used  in  the  District  during  the  year  with  marked  success. 

It  had  been  my  intention  to  recommend  a reduction  of  the  establishment 
of  the  Department  by  one  Public  Health  Inspector  on  completion  of  the 
Housing  Survey  which  was  expected  by  1973?  hut  when  Mr.  D.J.  Rogers  resigned 
from  the  Council’s  service  it  was  decided  not  to  fill  the  vacancy.  This 
necessitated  considerable  modification  of  the  Survey,  and  re-allocation 
of  Mr.  Rogers’  work  between  the  remaining  staff  to  whom  I am  indebted  for 
their  willing  co-operation. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Council  and  my  colleagues  in  other 
Departments,  also  the  Gloucester  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  the  Public 
Analyst  in  Bristol,  for  their  support  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 


S.  W.  D.  Harris, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


TABLE  1 1 . 


Number 

Notices 

Served 

Defects  remedied 
after  notice 

of 

Inspections 

jy  . -I 

Inf ormal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Dwelling  Houses  . 

• • 

740 

35 

7 

31 

5 

Water  Supplies 

• © 

257 

8 

— 

8 

— 

Food  Premises 

9 t> 

405 

55 

— 

29 

— 

Slaughterhouses 

S>  ® 

1 480 

10 

— 

8 

Milk  and  Dairies 

O (9 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

© 9 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Factories 

9 • 

146 

20 

— 

20 

— 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

1096 

37 

— 

33 

— 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

119 

11 

— 

10 

— 

Infectious  Disease 

9 0 

38 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pests 

9 9 

121 

5 

5 

— 

Caravans 

© ® 

583 

17 

T 

13 

1 

Noise  Abatement 

® © 

299 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Petroleum  . * 

© © 

233 

15 

— 

19 

Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises 

o o 

77 

3 

1 

Hairdressers 

© © 

9 

2 

— 

2 

__ 

Health  Education 

o ® 

26 

— 

— 

— 

Animal  Boarding  Estab- 
lishments 

14 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous 

9 9 

559 

6 

— 

4 

— 

Total 

6008 

227 

8 

185 

6 

<r 

The  table  shows  the  inspections  which  were  required  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  Council’s  duties  under  the  various  statutory  provisions  relating  to 
public  health. 

Matters  requiring  attention  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department 
by  the  public,  Members  of  the  Council,  Parish  Councils  and  by  Members  of 
Parliament,  In  addition,  many  inspections  e0g0,  of  food  premises,  houses  and 
factories  are  necessary  to  comply  with  the  law. 

In  spite  of  a large  volume  of  work,  there  were  very  few  instances  when  it 
was  necessary  to  resort  to  formal  action.  This  excellent  result  has  only  been 
achieved  after  the  expenditure  of  much  time  and  patience  by  the  staff,  to 
whom  my  thanks  are  especially  due. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Public  Health  Acts,  1936  and  19b1 
Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Acts,  19^+  - 1961 

Water  Act,  19^3 
Water  Resources  Act,  1963 


The  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  supplies  water  to  the 
Council's  district „ Since  submitting  the  last  report,  the  Board's  mains 
have  been  extended  to  supply  the  remaining  parts  of  Haresfield,  Standish, 
Whitminster  and  Moreton  Valence  which  were  previously  partly  supplied 
from  local  systems. 

Complaints  of  discolouration  of  mains  water  practically  ceased  during 
the  year  as  work  progressed  in  treating  and  lining  the  affected  supply 
pipes . 

Consistently  good  results  were  shown  as  a result  of  regular  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examination. 


NORTH-WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  WATER  BOARD 


Mains  laid  in  Gloucester  Rural  District  during  1969 


Yards  Laid 


Brockworth 

339 

Chaceley 

435 

Chur chd own 

1 , 900 

Eastington 

4l? 

Elmore 

400 

Haresfield 

236 

Hucclecote 

393 

Upton-S t ® “Leonards 

96 

Westbury 

3,203 

Whitminster 

656 

Length  of  mains  authorised  in  Gloucester  Rural.  District 

but  not  laid  at  31st  December,  1 9^9 


N I L 


19 


Houses  provided  with  mains  water  supply  at  31st  December , 19&9 


Arlingham 

© 9 9 9 

0 c 

* 9 

9 • 

9 © 

9 a 

© 9 

9 9 

128 

Ashleworth 

9 » 9 9 

9 *> 

© 0 

© 9 

9 ♦ 

« ® 

0 9 

9 <9 

113 

Brockworth 

S>  ® 9 9 

9 9 

© © 

® 0 

« • 

© © 

• 0 9 

9 © 

1812 

Brookthorpe 

» 9 e # 

9 9 

© 0 

© 0 

G 9 

© ® 

0 9 

© * 

119 

Chaceley 

« s © ® 

e • 

© • 

0 0 

9 « 

• © 

9 • 

9 9 

2? 

Chur chd  own 

9 9 9 9 

0 0 

® 0 

© 9 

9 9 

» 9 

9 ® 

€>  9 

3207 

Down  Hatherley 

9 ® 

© 0 

© © 

9 *> 

© <0 

• © 

9 e 

114 

Eastington 

9 9 9 9 

© 0 

* l» 

0 * 

9 e 

* 0 

9 9 

429 

Elmore 

<9  9 9 9 

9 9 

« * 

0 9 

« © 

© 0 

9 © 

* 9 

85 

Forthampton 

9 9 9 9 

© ® 

© ® 

♦ 9 

• 0 

® 0 

® © 

© 0 

60 

Frampton-on- 

Severn  « • 

9 9 

t>  0 

© 9 

© 9 

© © 

« 9 

Q 9 

433 

Fr  e t h e r ne -w i t h -S aul 

3 9 

9 9 

® 0 

© 0 

© © 

© 9 

9 9 

256 

Frocester 

9 0 9 9 

« © 

© 9 

® © 

© © 

• 0 

• A 

€ © 

40 

Hardwicke 

0 ® © ® 

0 © 

© 0 

0 0 

0 © 

© » 

© © 

• © 

282 

Hares combe 

0 9 0 0 

® © 

0 ® 

0 0 

® © 

® © 

e » 

« 0 

48 

Hares field 

®0  0 9 

© ©• 

a @ 

© e 

© 9 

• © 

« © 

9 © 

36 

Hasfield 

0 9 9 & 

© © 

© © 

® © 

€ 9 

* 0 

® 9 

42 

Highnam. 

® 0 ©0 

o • 

© 9 

9 0 

© 9 

® ® 

• 9 

156 

Hue cle cote  (part) 

* o 

® © 

9 9 

9 O 

0 ® 

0 0 

€ 0 

236 

Longford  (part) 

■3»  ® 

© © 

© 0 

© © 

0 ® 

9 © 

© © 

452 

Longlevens  & 

Inns worth 

( part ) 

0 © 

O * 

9 9 

9 ® 

0 © 

9 9 

2870 

Longney 

9 0 9 9 

© © 

® S 

0 9 

0 0 

© ® 

® © 

• © 

94 

Maisemore 

9 9 9 9 

* © 

0 0 

© © 

© © 

© O 

® 9 

© © 

138 

Minsterworth 

® © 9 0 

® © 

© 6> 

0 © 

& © 

© • 

0 © 

© 9 

163 

More ton  Vale 

nee 

• © 

® © 

♦ © 

9 9 

9 © 

© » 

• © 

79 

Newnham-on-Severn 

9 0 

© « ^ 

9 0 

• 0 

• A 

© © 

© 3 

4o? 

Norton 

0 0 0 9 

© 0 

,0  © 

0 ® 

© © 

© 0 

© O 

© 9 

5 92 

Quedgeley 

O 0 9 0 

® © 

0 0 

© 9 

« © 

© © 

9 © 

® ® 

428 

Sandhurst 

0 9 9 9 

0 0 

© © 

9 © 

0 9 

® 0 

• 0 

9 9 

149 

Standish 

9 9 9 9 

© « 

9 0 

© © 

0 9 

© 9 

9 © 

• 9 

28 

Tirley 

O 0 0 9 

® 0 

• « 

• • 

© 9 

• 0 

9 ♦ 

3 9 

89 

Twigworth 

0 9 9 €> 

® o 

© 0 

0 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

3 © 

6? 

Upton-St c -Leonards  • • 

0 € 

9 © 

® » 

G 0 

© O 

® © 

9 © 

60k 

Westbury-on- 

Severn  • , 

9 9 

9 & 

O 0 

0 O 

9 9 

O © 

© © 

380 

Whitminster 

9 9 0 9 

O © 

9 9 

® o 

9 9 

9 © 

9 © 

© 3 

160 

Total 

0 A 

» 9 

9 » 

13825 
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RURAL  SANITATION 


Cleaning  of  Cesspools 


The  Council 5s  scheme  continued,  to  operate  satisfactorily,  following 
a number  of  amendments  over  the  years  which  were  aimed  at  giving  the  best 
possible  service  consistent  with  reasonable  operating  costs* 

Successful  operation  depends  upon  the  removal  and  disposal  of  some 
3,000,000  gallons  of  liquid  per  annum*  As  mentioned  in  my  report  last  year, 
this  gives  rise  to  increasing  difficulty  and  the  time  is  fast  approaching 
when  improved  disposal,  methods  will  have  to  be  considered  by  the  Council* 


Public  Conveniences 


Public  conveniences  on  the  A *38  trunk  road  at  Haresfield  were 
opened  in  May,  1909®  The  extent  to  which  they  have  been  used  confirms 
that  their  provision  has  been  entirely  justified  and  that  they  are  a greatly 
appreciated  service  to  the  public* 

The  provision  of  conveniences  on  other  major  traffic  routes  within 
the  district  is  equally  ne.cessary.  At  the  present  time  fouling  of  hedgerows 
and  lay-bys  is  a common-  and  often  unavoidable  practice,  and  the  danger 
to  public  health  arising  from  this  is  apparent  to  all®  More  particularly, 
the  part  that  such  insanitary  conditions  play  in  the  spread,  of  diseases 
such  as  cysticeposis  would  be  greatly  reduced  if  adequate  conveniences 
were  readily  available. 


ATMOS  PHERI C POLLUT I ON 


Clean  Air  Act,  1938 


The  Council  are  required  to  administer  these  Acts  which  are  designed 
to  ensure  that  existing  atmospheric  pollution  is  reduced  and  that  new 
buildings  are  equipped  only  with  combustion  plant  which,  is  capable  so  far 
as  is  practicable  of  being  operated  without  emitting  smoke* 

Parliament  has  served  notice  that  it  intends  local  authorities  to 
step  up  their  activity,  by  the  passing  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1968  which 
received  the  Royal  Assent  on  the  23th  October,  1968  and  part  of  which  came 
into  operation  on  1st  April,  1969*  This  enabling  legislation  gives  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  power  to  make  Regulations  to 
speed  up  the  implementation  of  the  Clean  Air  Acts* 

Table  11  shows  the  inspections  carried  out  in  the  Council’s  district 
and  the  years’  work  may  be  summarised  as  follows:- 
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(a)  Action  to  ensure  that  no  combustion  plant  was  installed  in 

factories  and  similar  premises  which  would  cause  unnecessary 
pollution. 

Ob)  Ensuring  that  new  buildings  were  equipped  with  approved  fuel 
burning  appliances® 

(c)  Ensuring  that  the  chimneys  of  new  combustion  plant  were  of  a 

suitable  height.  This  involved  reconciling  as  far  as  possible 
the  interests  of  public  health  with  those  of  aviation  and  plan 
ning . 


(d)  Action  to  abate  smoke  nuisances® 

There  were  1^6  registered  factory  premises  in  the  Council, 8 s District 
on  31st  December,  1969* 


CARAVAN  SITES 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control,  of  Development  Act,  i960 

Caravan  Sites  Act,  1968 


Persons  who  have  received  planning  consent  for  the  use  of  a caravan 
for  residential  purposes  are  required  to  obtain  a Site  Licence  from  the 
District  Council®  On  receiving  an  application,  the  District  Council  are 
required  by  law  to  grant  a Site  Licence  and  in  doing  so  they  may  impose 
conditions  with  which  the  applicant  must  conform®  These  include  the 
provision  of  suitable  water  supply,  sanitation,  fire  precautions  and  site 
layout  o 

The  tasks  facing  the  Council  in  controlling  caravans  in  their  District 
arise  for  the  following  reasons s- 

(a)  An  estimated  1 ,300  of  the  population  of  the  District  live  in 
caravans • 

(b)  The  area  North  of  Gloucester  attracts  gypsies  as  a result  of 
the  close  proximity  of  the  City® 

(c)  Beauty  spots  in  and  around  the  District  attracts  tourists. 

County  Councils  are  required  to  provide  sites  'for  gipsies' and  discussions 
were  in  progress  between  the  interested  authorities  at  the  end  of  the 
year . 


The  Countryside  Act,  1968  envisages  new  sites  for  tourists  in  suitable 
places  throughout  the  Country,  The  problems  arising  from  and  the  need  to 
make  provision  for  tourists  will  require  critical  appraisal  in  the  not  too 
distant  future. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960 


During  the  year  299  visits  were  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  to 
administer  the  provisions  of  this  Act* 

Most  of  the  complaints  received  related  to  industrial  or  commercial 
activities  being  carried  out  in  close  proximity  to  residential  property* 

New  permitted  maximum,  noise  limits  based  upon  the  recommendations 
made  in  the  19^3  Deport  of  the  Wilson  Committee  on  the  Problem  of  Noise, 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  July  19 68  „ The  permitted  noise  limits  for 
motor-cycles  are  up  to  90  dBA  depending  upon  their  size,  92  dBA  for  heavy 
vehicles,  87  dBA  for  passenger  cars,  and  88  dBA  for  light  goods  vehicles. 

The  following  table,  reprinted  from  the  DAWE  Digest,  published  by 
DAWE  Instruments  Ltd»,  gives  an  indication  of  comparative  noise  from 
various  sources 0 While  the  table  is  extremely  useful  as  a guide,  it  must 
be  realised  that  only  rarely  do  the  complex  conditions  found  in  practice 
allow  straightforward  comparisons  to  be  made* 
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Noise 


Decibels 


Sound  Pressure 


Dyne/ C 


m 


2 


Typical  Examples 


Painful 


1 20 


200 


Deafening 


Very  loud 


Loud 


Moderate 


Paint 


Very  faint 


10 


100 

90 


80 

70 


60 

50 


-40 

50 


20 

10 


20 


2 


0.2 


0»  02 


0.002 


0.0002 


Jet  aircraft  at  500  ft. 
Inside  boiler  making  factory 
Near  pneumatic  drill 
Motor  horn  at  20  ft. 


Inside  tube  train 
Busy  street 
Workshop 

Small  car  at  24  ft. 


ce 


Noisy  offi 
Inside  small  car 
Large  shop 

Radio  set  - full  volume 


Normal  conversation  at  5 ft 
Urban  house 
Quiet  office 
Rural  house 


Public  library 
Quiet  conversation 
Rustle  of  paper 
Whisper 


Quiet  church 

Still  night  in  the  country 
Sound-proof  room 
Threshold  of  hearing 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT , 1949 


Research  continues  with  poisons  such  as  Coumatralyl  to  find  a satis- 
factory  alternative  to  "Warfarin11  which  will  match  its  effectiveness  and 
high  safety  factor,  but  which  will  remedy  its  disadvantage  of  permitting 
rodents 9 in  certain  circumstances,  to  become  resistant  to  its  lethal 
effects , 


However,  the  District  remains  free  of  warfarin  resistant  rats  and 
unless  this  position  changes,  warfarin  will  continue  to  be  the  principal 
poison  used  by  the  Council  Ms  operatives. 

Particular  emphasis  In  rodent  control  work  is  laid  upon  keeping  the 
Councils  sewers  free  of  rat  infestation  because  of  the  obvious  risk  to 

human  health » 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below  that  these  measures  have  been 

successful . 


TABLE  1 2 , 


Inspections 

Treatment 

Private  dwellings  (Including 

Council  properties) 

12?2 

219 

J4  d r 1 4lcr  (90  €>  ® © O 0 0 ® <0 

313 

104 

Business  Premises 

119 

36 

S 0 W 0 1 s5  0 © OO  9 0 a>  G>  © ® 

370 

2 

n)  Ch  OO  JlS  * 0 ® <*> 

31 

10 

Residential  Homes 

9 

3 

Sewage  Works  and  Depots 

209 

21 

Other  open  spaces 

= — ■ 

— — 

0 C 3.1  0 0 © 9>  ® 9 

2323 

395 

TABLE  1 3 * 


Sewers 


Brockworth 

Churchdown 

Frampton-on-Severn 

Ere  t he  rne -wi th -S aul 

Hucclecote 

Innsworth 

Mai se more 


Action  Taken 


Test  Baited 


f! 

It 

It 

II 

tt 

tt 

ft 

It 

It 

II 

If 

tt 

Newnham-on-S  e vern 
Upton-St , “Leonards 
Wes  t bur y - o n~S  e ve  r n 


Treatment 
Test  Baited 

It  M 


Result 


No  Treatment  Required 

it  n it 

it  it  ii 

it  it  it 

n it  it 


u it  it 

u It  II 

Satisfactory 
No  Treatment  Required 

I!  II  II 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT , 1955 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  i960 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924-52 
Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958 
Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  19&3 


TABLE  14. 


Number  j 

Regulation  19 

fitted 

No*  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

Type  of 
Business 

Total 

Number 

to 

comply 
wi  th. 

No,  to 
which 
Reg®1 9 

Number 

fitted 

to 

Remarks 

.......  _ 

Reg* 1 6 

appli es 

comply 

Cafes  and 

This  includes  school 

Canteens 

Grocery  & 

72 

82 

72 

72 

72 

canteens . 

Provision 

This  includes  sweet 

Shops 

93 

135 

83 

79 

73 

shops  and  chemists , 

Ice  Cream 

Registered  under  S,l6 

Vendors 

78 

67 

78 

Food  & Drugs  Act  1955 
Most  Ice  Cream  sold 

In  the  district  is 
pre-packed. 

Butchers  shops 

11 

34 

11 

11 

11 

Six  shops  registered 
under  S.16  Food  & 

Drugs  Act  1955* 

Sausage  making* 

Fishmongers 

4 

6 

3 

3 

3 

This  includes  fried, 
and  wet  fish. 

Bakehouses 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

These  are  small  and 
only  supply  a small 
proportion  of  the 
population. 

Licensed 

Premises 

49 

71 

49 

49 

49 

Dairies 

Wholesale 

4 

4 

— '•  — 

Inspected  under  Food 

Premises  (Food 

Hygiene  (General) 

Manufacture ) 

5 

18 

3 

3 

Regulations,  1 9^0 

Total 

316 

413 

307 



298 

284 

26 


Food  Hygiene 


Excellent  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  improving  the  rooms 
and  equipment  used  for  the  storage  and  handling  of  food*  Plans  of  new 
shops  and  alterations  of  existing  food  premises  are  examined  and  recom- 
mendations are  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  before  work  is 
commenced . I am  able  to  report  that  food  traders  have  generally  shown  a 
sense  of  responsibility  and  have  co-operated  well  with  the  Council’s 
officers . 

Isolated  cases  continue  to  arise  of  inadequate  stock  rotation,  parti- 
cularly in  connection  with  food  vending  machines.  There  is  no  excuse  for 
this,  especially  having  regard  to  the  excellent  advice  available  to  food 
retailers  from  the  large  food  manufacturing  companies  which  often  have 
chemists  and  bacteriologists  on  their  staffs. 

Sampling  of  food  for  the  detection  of  pesticide  residues  is  carried 
out  by  many  authorities  and  unless  specifically  requested,  would  not  be 
undertaken  by  the  Department,  There  is  a need,  however,  for  routine 
sampling  of  food  as  a control  on  bacteriological  quality  and  it  is  hoped 
to  mount  a comprehensive  programme  in  the  near  future. 


Ice  Cream 


During  19&9i  four  licences  were  issued  under  Section  16  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 


Anthrax  Order,  1938 


One  case  of  anthrax  was  confirmed  during  the  year. 


Slaughterhouses 

The  following  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  in  19&9» 

1.  Churchdown,  Chapel  Hay 

2.  Eastington,  Alkerton  Place 

3®  Minsterworth,  The  Flatt 

k0  Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon,  Brickhouse  Farm 

Mention  was  made  in  the  previous  report  of  the  use  of  high  pressure 
cold  water  sprays  as  a substitute  for  the  traditional  wiping  cloths  used 
in  preparing  meat  for  sale . 1 am  pleased  to  report  that  all  slaughter- 

house licensees  have  installed  and  used  the  sprays  since  the  Regulations 
came  into  force  in  November,  1968, 
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Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  Council's  duties  in  administering 
the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958  and 
regular  inspections  are  made  for  this  purpose • 

Post-mortem  examination  was  carried  out  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
fitness  for  human  consumption  of  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the  District's 
four  slaughterhouses.  In  addition  to  tuberculosis  and  cysticercosis  shown 
in  the  accompanying  table,  the  main  causes  of  condemnation  of  meat  were 
parasitic  infestations  of  liver  and  lungs  (e.g.  fascioliasis , T,  echinococcus, 
T,  marginata,  muellerius,  capillaris,  ascaris  lumbricoides) f cirrhosis, 
telangiectasis,  oedema  and  carcinoma. 

Visits  are  also  paid  to  the  various  slaughterhouses  for  the  purpose  of 
ante-mortem  examination  as  often  as  possible. 

The  sale  of  unsterilised  unfit  meat  was  made  illegal  by  the  Meat 
(Sterilisation)  Regulations,  19&9  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  November. 
All  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  must  either  be  sterilised 
at  the  slaughterhouse  or  sent  for  sterilisation  elsewhere  under  specified 
arrangements  agreed  by  the  local  authority's  authorised  officer. 
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TABLE  15.  Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Exclu- 

ding 

C ows 

Cows 

Calves 



Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

1409 

73 

128 

6250 

3495 

11355 

Number  inspected 

1 4-09 

n-z 

IV) 

00 

6250 

3495 

11355 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

1 

11 

2 

16 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

352 

35 

8 

619 

460 

1474 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticercosis 

22,41% 

50 . 82% 

7.03% 

10.08% 

13,22% 

13.12% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1 

hi 

42 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1 .37% 

1 ,17% 

0.37% 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

9 

1 

9 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 

1 1 On  <s>  © 0 e 

9 

" 

9 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

j 

— 

1 

" 

J. 
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Total  weight  of  meat  or  organs  condemned  for: 


(i)  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  and  cysticercosis 

(ii)  Tuberculosis 

(iii)  Cysticercosis 

Total 


10431  lb, 
473  lb  * 
230  lb, 

III36  lb • 


(or  4 tons  19  cwt.  48  lb.  exceeding  condemnations  for  the  previous  year 
by  more  than  2 tons*) 


External  masseter  muscles 
Internal  masseter  muscles 
Heart  musculature 
Other  sites 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT , 1 933 

Condemnation  of  Foodstuffs 


TABLE  1 6 . 


Article 

N on-Preserved 
lb  * 

Preserved,  tinned,  etc, 
lb. 

Meat 

9 <5 

S7>  * 

1 1 1 68 

130 

Flour  and  Cereals 

* $ 

— 

— 

Vegetables  , • 

© e 

9 • 

— 

650 

Fish 

• 9 

® 9 

— 

300 

Cheese  & Fats 

♦ * 

9 ♦ 

— 

— 

Fruit 

• • 

» • 

— 

300 

Cream  & Evaporated  Milk 

— 

15 

Other 

• * 

• 9 

— ■ 

136 

Total 

<9  * 

9 9 

11168 

1731  lbs . 

— 4- 


Cysticercus  Bo vis 
Regional  Inf estati on 


Number  infested 


7 


• * ® (p 


2 
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NEW  HOUSING,  1 969 


IBLE  1 ? * 

imber  of  dwellings  erected  during  the  year: 

T the  Council 

Upton-St . -Leonards  (Ash  Path)  . • . • . . ••  ..  ..  8 

1 

Longford  (Victoria  Road)  • . . . • . . . • • . . . • 29 

j Private  Enterprise  • • • • ..  • • . * . . . • . . • • 169 

Total  . • . . . . • . • . 206 

imber  of  dwellings  under  construction  at  31st  December, 


r Private  Enterprise  » . . , , • • . . . . . . . . • . . 62 

r Housing  Association  »•  • » ..  ..  • • . * . ® .*136 

Total  . . . . . . • . ..198 

imber  of  Council  Houses  sold  to  tenants  in  1969:  NIL 

imber  of  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  at  31st  December,  1969*  2,222 

imber  of  applicants  on  Council’s  Housing  List: 

At  31st  December,  1968  ..  ••  ..  ..  . ♦ . . ..  ..  333 

At  31st  December,  1969  ••  . . . . . • ..  ..  ..  ..  39^+ 


rising  Progress: 


imber  of  dwellings  erected  from  1st  April  1 9^+3  to  31st  December,  1 9^9 : 


By  the  Council  and  Local  Housing  Association  ..  ..  . . 2,376 
By  Private  Enterprise  *.  . . 6,383 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Health  Education 


Bequests  for  lectures  and  illustrated  talks  on  the  various  aspects 
of  environmental  health  continue  to  be  received  a Subjects  covered  have 
included  Environmental  Pollution,  Food  Hygiene,  the  Work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department,  the  Improvement  and  Repair  of  Houses,  Causes  and 
Remedies  of  Dampness  and  many  others • 

This  service  is  available  to  any  organised  group  and  visits  have  bee] 
made  to  Women’s  Institutes,  Mother’s  Unions,  Young  Wives  Groups,  Youth 
Clubs  and  in  one  instance  the  local  branch  of  a Professional  Institution* 

Health  Education  is  essentially  long  term  and  for  this  reason  it  is 
difficult  to  assess  its  effectiveness  in  positive  terms®  However,  the 
continuing  demand  for  the  service  demonstrates  quite  clearly  that  it  is 
useful  and  well  worth-while* 

The  Department  concentrates  on  factors  relating  to  Environmental 
Health®  The  service  is  complementary  to  the  Health  Education  service 
of  Gloucestershire  County  Council  and  the  Department  is  represented  on 
the  County  Council’s  Health  Advisory  Committee® 
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HOUSING  ACT , 1957 


Housing  in  Clearance  Areas  and 


Unfit  Houses  Elsewhere 


TABLE  1 8 . 

Houses  Demolished  During  the  Year: 

Number  of  houses  demolished 
Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced  * • 

Unfit  Houses  Closed  During  the  Year: 

Number  of  houses  closed  . . 
Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced  . . 

Unfit  houses  made  fit 


6 


3 


• • © • • # 


1 

42 


The  figures  above  show  the  results  of  action  taken  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Housing  Acts,  In  many  cases  housing  defects  are  more 
appropriately  dealt  with  by  Public  Health  Act  procedures,  and  details  of 
these  are  to  be  found  in  Table  11. 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  as  a result  of  action  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  is  very  small*  This  is  partly  because 
country  properties  in  almost  any  state  of  repair  are  much  sought  after 
and  partly  due  to  the  Council0 s policy  of  encouraging  the  owners  of  unfit 
houses  to  re-condition  rather  than  demolish  them.  At  a time  when  the 
population  is  increasing  rapidly  and  life  expectancy  is  greater,  it  makes 
sense  to  do  everything  possible  to  maintain  the  Nation1 s housing  stock. 

The  Housing  Survey  proceeded  at  a reduced  rate  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  as  a result  of  the  resignation  of  Mr®  DCJ9  Rogers  who  had  been 
engaged  largely  on  this  work®  Various  ways  of  speeding  up  the  Survey 
were  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  to  1961 

PART  1 


TABLE  19.  A0  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

— 

No , of 
Premises 
in 

Register 

No  e of 

In- 

spections 

No , of 

Written 

Notices 

No.  of 
Occupiers 
Prose- 
cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Secs®  1,  2,  3?  4 and  8 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

7 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec®  7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

80 

138 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Sec.  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-w orke  r s ) 

49 

Total  • . 

136 

142 

1 

— 

TABLE  20.  B.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 


Number  of  cases  where  defects 
were  found 


Found 


Reme- 

died 


Referred 


to 

H.M.I 


by 

H.M.I 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S,l) 
Overcrowding  (S. 2) 

Unreasonable  Temp*  (S.3) 
Inadequate  Vent®  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S  *6 ) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)  •• 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(Not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 


Total 


No . of 
Cases  in 
which 
Prose- 
cutions 
were  in- 
stituted 


Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  to  1961 


PART  VIII 


OUTWORK 


No  Outworkers  were  listed  in  the  District  during  1969® 

Factories  Act  inspections  are  combined  where  possible  with  visits 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960,  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  the  Petroleum  Regulations  etc* 


OFFICES , SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT , 1 963 


TABLE  21 . 


The  working  conditions  of  industrial  workers  have  been  controlled  by 
the  Factories  Acts  for  many  years.  This  control  did  not  apply  to  persons 
working  in  offices,  shops,  and  similar  premises,  who  comprised  a substan- 
tial part  of  the  nation” s working  population,  until  the  advent  of  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963*  In  addition  to  the  control 
of  cleanliness,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation.,  and  washing  arrange- 
ments, the  Act  lays  upon  local  authorities  responsibilities  for  investi- 
gating and  dealing  with  accidents  arising  on  these  premises® 

The  long-awaited  guide  on  lighting  standards  from  the  Department  of 
Employment  arid  Productivity  was  issued  during  the  year*  It  was  disappoint- 
ing to  find  that  these  fell  short  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Illuminat- 
ing Engineering  Society  of  Great  Britain,  which  had  been  adopted  as  a 
basis  for  giving  advice  during  routine  inspections • 
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PETROLEUM  ADMINISTRATE ON 


One  new  petroleum  licence  was  issued  during  1969  and.  this  related  to  a 
new  Petrol  Filling  Station  at  Longford  with  a capacity  of  12,000  gallons. 

The  large  storage  capacity  of  new  filling  stations  reflects  the  ever 
increasing  volume  of  traffic  using  the  roads.  This  in  turn  necessitates 
changes  in  methods  of  handling  and  distribution.  In  particular,  several 
applications  were  received  for  amendments  to  licensing  conditions  to  permit 
petrol  to  be  delivered  to  filling  stations  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

The  licensing  conditions  were  amended  in  each  case  subject  to  certain 
additional  precautions  being  taken  at  the  times  of  delivery, 

A.  fire  involving  a vehicle  occurred  on  one  garage  forecourt  and  this 
was  attended  by  the  County  Fire  Service®  The  garage  proprietor  failed  to 
notify  the  fire  to  the  Council,  contrary  to  the  Council’s  licensing  condi- 
tions, and  authority  was  obtained  for  proceedings  to  be  taken  in  this  case. 

An  accident  involving  a road  tanker  carrying  3? 000  gallons  of  petroleum 
occurred  at  Whitminster  in  December,  The  vehicle  overturned  spreading  a 
considerable  quantity  of  burning  petrol  over  a wide  area  which  gained  access 
to  surface  water  sewers  and  covered  the  surface  of  the  River  Frorrie  for  some 
distance.  The  accident  was  attended  by  the  Council’s  officers  who  stayed 
at  the  scene  until  the  area  was  considered  safe. 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  licensed  premises  during  the  year  and  a 
number  of  contraventions  of  the  Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations  were  drawn 
to  the  attention  of  the  occupiers. 

Several  tentative  enquiries  have  been  received  concerning  the  instal- 
lation of  self-service  facilities  at  petrol  stations,  but  none  were 
installed.  The  cost  of  providing  the  necessary  equipment  together  with 
additional  safety  requirements  obviously  act  as  a deterrent  and  unless  a 
considerable  increase  in  sales  is  to  follow,  the  cost  is  uneconomic. 

One  hundred  premises  were  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit  during  1969® 


S „ W®  D®  Harris 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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